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not be sown again. The earth is full of calamine and red in
colour; it is very thick, like starchy chalk; and because of the
heavy dew, which falls continuously every night, it does not
crumble too much, but is like soft wax, and for this reason
Of the everything that is planted in it flourishes. Proof of the goodness
land of Of this land can be experienced, if the negroes stop cultivating
Wwml a ^e^ ^or a s^ort ^me* Trees immediately spring up, and grow
as high in a few days as they would at home in many months.
This growth has to be cut down and burnt; and in places where
Sugar this has been done, it is a very good thing to plant sugar canes,
canes and ^hidi take 5 months to ripen. The canes which are planted in
MA January are cut at the beginning of June. Those planted in
February ripen at the beginning of July, and so every month
they are cut and planted, and no harm at all is done to them by
the sun passing perpendicularly in the months of March and
September; because at these seasons there are continuous rains,
and cloudy, overcast skies, which are very favourable to the
growth of the canes. This island produces more than 150 thou-
sand arrobes, one arrobe being equal to 31 Ibs. gross of our
weight. A tenth of this is rendered to our king, and this usually
amounts to from twelve to fourteen thousand arrobes, and there
are many who do not render the full percentage. There are
about 60 factories, where there is running water, where they
grind the canes and melt the sugar, throwing it into huge caul-
drons. After it is boiled, they pour it into moulds, containing 15
to 20 Ibs., and refine it by means of fire. In many parts of the
island, where there is no water, the grinding is done by hand by
negroes, or by means of horses. The stripped and ground canes
are thrown to the pigs, of which there are an enormous number;
and they, eating nothing but this sugar cane, grow tremendously
fat and have such sweet and wholesome flesh that it is con-
sidered better than chicken meat, and for this reason is always
given to the sick.
Description of how the sugar in this island is not too hard or too dry,
and of how they dry it
Many experts have been brought here from the island of
Madeira to make the sugar harder and whiter, but in spite of all